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Background and drivers 

 

1 The pandemic and subsequent closure of University buildings led necessitated 

large-scale changes to assessment methods in Easter term 2020, including a move 

to online examinations in a 24-hour examination window for some papers.   This 

practice continued for some examinations in 2020/21. 

2 During 2020/21 the 24-hour examination window was used for over 400 

assessments, primarily in the Arts and NST subjects. 

3 The 24-hour assessment window was offered as an assessment option as it was 

argued that the 24-hour, open book exam is a more universally designed, inclusive 

mode of assessment that has adjustments for disabled students built in. Such a 

window also allows consideration of those students who may be in an alternative 

time zone.  

4 In May 2021, the GBEC endorsed the Future of Assessment Programme1  which 

saw 21/22 as a transition year, as emergency measures in response to the 

pandemic were no longer required, but permanent changes to teaching and 

assessment had not yet been confirmed.  

5 The University saw an increase in the number of first class degrees awarded in 

2021 compared with pre-pandemic years.  It is not yet clear whether there is a 

correlation with assessment type. 

6 The impact of different modes of assessment will continue to be considered as 

part of the diversification of assessment project and aligned to the work on degree 

outcomes.   

7 Colleagues in Faculties, Departments and Colleges reported concerns about the 

use of the window as students were using the whole window rather than the time 

specified. 

8 The DRC agreed that standard exam access arrangements could be accommodated 

in the 24-hour window and that no further time was required. Students who had 

existing adjusted modes of assessment would require review.  

 

Policy on use of the 24-hour examination window 

1 Faculties and Departments may choose to offer an examination in a 24-hour 

window. 

2 Whilst there is no restriction on the time students spend on their 24-hour 

assessments, that time spent should not be any longer than the usual length (3 

hours) of a standard Cambridge examination.  

3 Faculties and Departments should publish indicative word counts to examinations 

with a 24-hour window which have predominantly essay format answers.    

4 Students can manage their time within the 24-hour window in which to complete 

the examination. 

5 Examinations taken in 24-hour windows may be scheduled on consecutive days.  

Students should take this into account when managing their time. 

 
1 GBEC 19 May 2021 Minute 560.3.2. 

https://www.governance.cam.ac.uk/committees/gbec/20210519/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

6 The 24-hour window provides for students granted extra time and / or rest breaks, 

offers flexibility if technical difficulties are experienced and flexibility for those 

who are outside the UK/GMT time zone. Therefore, extra time beyond the 24-hour 

window will not be awarded. 

7 Exams offered within a 24-hour window are open book exams. 


